
THE BEST HOUSE
Architecture Prize 2018

Prize-giving ceremony & exhibition opening
Wed 07.03.2018, 19:00, Az W Podium

Prizes presented by:
Gudrun Schreiber, The Arts and Culture Division of the Federal Chancellery of Austria, Department 1: Visual 
arts, architecture, design, fashion, photography and media arts
Thomas Köck, Bausparkasse der österreichischen Sparkassen AG
Astrid Kratschmann, Bausparkasse der österreichischen Sparkassen AG
Angelika Fitz, Architekturzentrum Wien

Exhibition duration: 08 March – 03 April 2018
Architekturzentrum Wien, 1 Museumsplatz, im MQ, 1070 Vienna
Opening hours: daily 10:00 – 19:00 

The press release and press images for Das beste Haus 2018 are available online from 07.03.,19:30, at:
www.azw.at/de/artikel/presse/das-beste-haus-architekturpreis-2018/

Photographs of The Best House 2018 press conference and prize-giving ceremony are available online from 
08.03. at:
www.dasbestehaus.at



For the seventh time, the prize for The Best House is being awarded by the s Bausparkasse in collaboration 
with the Federal Chancellery of Austria and the Architekturzentrum Wien, and in cooperation with the regio-
nal architecture institutions of Austria. This year‘s prize has a particular focus on construction in the existing 
substance, i.e. the adaptation and extension of existing buildings.

In the face of rapidly progressing urban sprawl, the prize focuses on contemporary architecture that crea-
tes attractive spaces while contributing to the containment of urban sprawl. This is done with the sensitive 
reactivation of historic substance by deliberately returning to traditional community centres, and in general 
through houses that are compact and well thought out, generating high quality with little surface. In additi-
on, the prize highlights programmatic concepts that combine living space with work, and promote interge-
nerational coexistence.
One winning project has been selected in each Province, together with 18 further exceptional projects.
Specific regional features reaffirm that nine equal prizes need to be awarded, as the clients‘ social spheres 
and local conditions vary too much to evaluate them according to the same scoring grid. The juries in the 
individual Provinces — who were nominated by the local architecture institutions — inspected the majority 
of the submissions in advance. In this, the architecture prize differs from others of its kind, where decisions 
are made solely on the basis of the submitted material.

The brief for single-family houses has been a source of controversy for years because in economic terms it 
uses too much surface and requires too much infrastructure, weakens closed structures and promotes ur-
ban sprawl. The jury considered both the justified criticism of the brief and the reality of people‘s dream for 
a home of their own. The results provide new inspiration for striking a balance between individually tailored 
homes and the efficient use of resources.

This year, too, the prize for the public‘s choice is to be awarded following the ceremony.

MORE INFORMATION: www.dasbestehaus.at AND www.azw.at

Contact:

Charlotte Harrer, s Bausparkasse, public relations
Tel. 05 0100-29326; E-Mail: charlotte.harrer@sbausparkasse.co.at

Maria Falkner, Architekturzentrum Wien, press/public relations
Tel. 01 522 31 15-23, E-Mail: falkner@azw.at

Lene Benz, Architekturzentrum Wien, project coordination
Tel. 01 522 3115-17, E-Mail: benz@azw.at

PLEASE NOTE: The winning projects may NOT be publicised prior to
07.03.2018, 19:30


